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Mrs. Duck has been an integral part of the DCS family and her 
laughter has rung in its halls for the past 24 years as she has loved the 
students and pointed them to her merciful Savior.  As she prepares to 
pack up her room and seek the new ministries the Lord has for her, it 
only seems fitting to learn a little more about this wonderful woman 
from those whom she has touched here.   

I asked Mr. Duck how he was able to catch such a fine lady.  “When I 
came to Michigan from Minnesota to teach music in the Dearborn 
Public Schools in the early 60's, Katherine was teaching in the 
Belleville Public Schools as a music teacher first and then soon 
switching to teach lower elementary. During her high school and 
college days, she had sung the leads in a lot of musicals, and had a 
great solo voice. When I came to Dearborn, I noticed there were not 
any singing groups entertaining at restaurants (This was during a time 
when neither of us was saved), which had been common in the 
Minneapolis area from which I came. I decided to try to form a 
singing sextet to fill the void, and began attending musicals to try to 

get some of the better singers to audition for the group. I first heard Katherine when she sang in a musical at 
Eastern. I went backstage and asked her to audition for the group. She did, and eventually, the group was 
formed and began practicing in my classroom in Dearborn during some evenings. The group did sing a few 
dates, but never really took hold. In time, we folded, but I didn't let Katherine get away. We were married in 
1969. During our early years of marriage, when Brandon and Elisabeth came along, she stayed home for 
eleven years, and then found an opportunity at DCS where she could teach 
part time, while the children attended school there. She did this for a few 
years, and when the kids were old enough to need less constant attention, 
she took on a full time position to help put them through college.”  

We are thankful she stayed and that Mr. Duck gave her the perfect 
elementary school teacher’s name.  My life has been blessed by her 
ministry at our church as she would lead children’s programs and Sunday 
School singing when I was young.  She is the one who told me about the 
opening here at DCS four years ago and encouraged me to apply.  It has 
been my great privilege to know her as one of her students at church and a 
colleague here at DCS.  She has been a great mentor and friend.  Mrs. 
Duck, we thank the Lord for what you have done, touching many lives for 
Christ.  DCS will miss you! 
 
 
Dearborn Christian School  is a parent-sponsored day school striving for acad emic excellence in a Christ-centered educational 
environment where God’s Word permeates all areas of  learning and is the pattern for all relationships.  

   May 2009 
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I was blessed to have spent nine and a half years 
teaching at DCS with Katherine.  Her infectious 
laugh, enthusiasm, and dedication to the Lord shone 
through every day.  Because her 1st and 2nd graders 
and my 5th and 6th graders were Book Buddies, we 
spent lots of time each year doing special projects 
together.  I will never forget our chicken bone 
“dinosaurs”, doing the Tuti Ta, and making special 
cards for our veterans.  Laughter was a daily part of 
our days.  We helped each other during the last few 
days of summer getting our classrooms just right for 
the beginning of the new year.  We challenged each 
other not only to be better teachers, but also to 
continually strive to be the women God intended us 
to be.  My favorite memory would have to be our 
rendition of “Sisters” for the Talent Show.  We had 
so much fun practicing and performing – we were 
ready for show biz.  DCS is losing a wonderful 
teacher, but fortunately I have a friend forever!  
Katherine is truly an example of a Sister in Christ. 

     Kathy Broege (DCS teacher from 1995 to 2004) 
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I never had Mrs. Duck as my classroom teacher but 
she was quite influential to me in her role as chapel 
music guru.  Although I learned and still recall many 
songs with her leading the way, to this day I am 
unable to come across Romans 8:38-39 without 
mentally (and often physically) singing this catchy 
tune that starts with "For I'm persuaded to believe 
nothing can separate us from the wonderful love of 
God."  But the worst part is I can't sing it just once 
because it has to be sung a number of times, getting 
faster each time.  And of course once it's in my head 
it's usually stuck there for a while...but I can't think 
of anything I'd rather have running through my 
mind! 

Leah Zuidema, Class of 1990�
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Mrs. Duck’s class plants flowers in front of school. 
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While observing Mrs. Duck's class Katherine was using 
flash cards with the students and also going over a lesson 
on borrowing. She made up a story to teach borrowing and 
talked about if she did not have a cup of sugar how she 
could go to her neighbor to borrow some. In the same way 
numbers can borrow from one another so a number in the 
ones place can borrow 10 from the neighbor next to it in 
the tens place. She was very thorough in her explanation. 
The students then practiced some borrowing problems. 
Katherine decided to challenge the students and continued 
on with her story. She said what if my neighbor did not 
have any sugar what would I do? In one of those precious 
classroom moments a student replied send the neighbor 
over to the next house to get some sugar for you. 
Katherine smiled and continued on with the lesson. I am 
sure Katherine has hundreds of precious moments like 
this. 

Patty Hartshorn (Current school parent)  

.  
“Apple day” was the highlight of many students 

 
 

My family will always remember: 
·  Mrs. Duck standing at her door in the 

morning welcoming her students in 
·  Apple Day 
·  Timelines of the students' lives 
·  Her laugh 
·  A soft, firm voice guiding, correcting 

and praising the children 
Thank You, Mrs. Duck. 
     The Sukarias (Current school family) 
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Mrs. Duck contributed her time and talents to play 
the piano and sing at our annual neighborhood 
Christmas caroling.  She joined right in by answering 
the door, remembering names and bringing her 
energy to make the night famous!  This is now a 
night that is anticipated in my neighborhood.  

Also, I have always looked forward to seeing her 
each day - she has a smile that brightens not only the 
room, but lives.  I have also been taught by her, in 
one little way: it is the use of the small chair she sits 
in waiting for the children each day.  She wants to be 
at eye level with them and see their expressions.  
What if we tried to do that with each other or our 
coworkers? Most everything we need to use in our 
grown up lives we learn early and I am grateful that 
Mrs. Duck taught my son. 

     Nancy Harmon – Current parent  



GRANT WRITING ASSISTANCE NEEDED  

This year, we applied for five grants. We do not 
know the status of these; however, they can be a 
very effective means of paying for specific 
school-related items. In the past, we received 
money for computer equipment and playground 
equipment. If you hear of any grants that may be 
available, or if you would like to help write them, 
please let us know.  Our office has a large file 
full of ideas and resources for grants to pursue. 
Contact us! 
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BENEFIT  AUCTION 

We are sailing the high seas with our auction 
this year.  You’ll not want to miss this 
adventure that takes place on May 15, 

beginning at 5:30 pm.  You’ll visit the exotic 
port of calls, seeing all the sensational items on 
which to bid, enjoy a delightful dinner at sea 
and compete in the bidding for the donations 
that you desire.  

5:30 – 6:30 pm Refreshments and Silent 
Auction –Refreshments served in the Lobby 
with Silent Auction items on display for 
bidding at the port of calls throughout the 
decorated classrooms.  Live Auction Preview in 
the Lobby.  Professional photographs available 
for sale for supporters in the Lobby. 

6:30 pm Closing of the Silent Auction –Silent 
tables will close in 10 minute intervals by port 
of call as the cruise sails to Dinner.  

7:00 pm Dinner –A full course, scrumptious 
buffet dinner and dessert catered by Chef 
Barney. 

8:00 pm Live Auction –David Hildebrand from 
Professional Benefit Auctions will lead bidders 
through an array of unique, one-of-a-kind items 
including vacation get-aways, events, 
certificates and merchandise from local 
businesses.  

9:30 pm Auction Pick up  

Tickets are still available! Call the school office 
at 313-563-1240 for tickets or further details. 
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Once upon a time, when life didn’t seem so difficult, 
in the faraway land of Barakel, there was a maiden 
named Rachel Keilman who was the fairest of the 
fair.  Though Barakel was the most wonderful of 
places, there were dangers that made the fire swamps 

seem like 
summer camp.  

Fortunately, 
during the week 
of the fourth of 
July in 1998, 
Rachel met a 
young servant 
boy who 
watched over 

her like a little sister.  His name was Matthew 
Brown…And so goes the story of our fifth & sixth 
grade teacher.  We rejoice with “Miss K.” for her 
upcoming marriage on July fourth of this year.  We 
are saddened, however, that her new found happiness 
takes her away to Bethesda, Maryland.  We have 
been blessed to have a talented, gifted, hard-working 
and godly young lady as teacher for the past four 
years.  We wish her well in this new chapter of her 
life! 
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DCS is now on Facebook.  If you have a Facebook 
account, search out Dearborn Christian School’s 
group to see pictures of recent events. 
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