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The "Old Bob" in his first 
year at DCS in 1984 
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When asked to come up with a “Current Bob” and an “Old Bob” picture 
for this newsletter, I found a school picture of one of my first years at 
DCS.  There are a few differences between those two pictures, such as the 
amount of hair and the amount of Bob. 
 
The pictures brought to mind how so many things have changed since I 
came to DCS in 1984.  The teaching staff at that time (Mrs. Heetderks, 
Miss Knapper, Mrs. VanTil, Mr. Buteyn, and Mrs. Horlings) are all gone 
from DCS now.  Many of you reading this will remember one or more of 
these individuals.  They were a great staff of excellent Christian teachers.  
None of the families who were sending children to school at that time are 
still in the school, but some of the students from those years now send 
their own children.  What a blessing. 
 

Some things haven’t changed.  We still have a fine group of Christian 
teachers who care a great deal about their students.  We still stress a 
Christian education, which supports the Christian homes and Christian 
churches that our students come from.  We still have parents who want 
their children to receive a high quality Christian education that helps 
equip children to go out into the world to serve 
God.  We still work with kids who have the 
ability to be good as gold one day and not quite 
so good the next day.  I believe we may even 
have had the Letter People back in 1984 and 
still do, though they are the next generation. 
 
Our 50th anniversary celebration is coming on 
May 31.  I hope to see many of our past 
students and teachers at that celebration.  Please 
come.  Forgive me if I don’t recognize each of 
you since most of you have changed even more 
than the “Old Bob” and the “Current Bob.”  
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Dearborn Christian School  is a parent-sponsored day school striving for acad emic excellence in a Christ-centered educational 
environment where God’s Word permeates all areas of  learning and is the pattern for all relationships.  

April 2008 

Register Now!  
Fill out and return the 
registration form inside this 
issue.  We’re looking forward 
to seeing all of you.   

Tell Your Friends!  

Tell your classmates about 
the reunion. If you are looking 

for one of them, look in the 
Lost and Found on our web-
site at DearbornChristian.org 

to see if they have been 
found.   

Thank You! �

To all who have contributed 
to nearly $12,000, we thank 
you! If you have not yet 
contributed, please consider 
helping us reach our goal of 
$50,000.  A self-addressed 
envelope is attached. 
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The “Current Bob” 
after 24 years at DCS 
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(By Harold Mulder) 
 

Harold Mulder was principal 
from 1967 to 1973.  He and his 
wife Marlyce now live in Winter 
Park, FL.  They have four 
children (Sue, Kristen, Amy, and 
Vaughn, three of whom attended 
DCS.) 

 

Congratulations to the Dearborn Christian School on 
50 years of service in faithfully providing Christian 
education to many families/children in the Dearborn 
area.    

I joined Dearborn Christian as Principal/7th & 8th 
grade teacher in July of 1967. We moved into the 
teacherage on Audette with our three young 
daughters---eldest enrolled in grade 2.  Our son, 
Vaughn was born while in Dearborn ---2/70.  I was 
beginning my 9th year as a Christian educator and 
my second opportunity teacher/administrator.   This 
is nearly 41 years ago, when Dearborn Christian was 
still in its infancy.  Yes, in relative infancy, but that 
did not adversely affect the quality of the education 
provided.  I came in being impressed with the Board 
leadership and an emphasis of quality control and 
superb curriculum offerings for a school of this size 
with its multi grade level class offerings.   

Some things I remember:   
·  Challenging curriculum 
·  Conscientious students 
·  Supportive parents---volunteer help in 

tutoring and administrative support service 
·  Opportunities in drama, art, music for all 

students 
·  Science Camp…an extension of and a vital 

part of classroom study (thanks to the De 
Witts and other volunteers) 

·  Integration of student body…’70 and beyond 
·  Tremendous board leadership and supportive 

encouragement 
·  Blacktop parking lot (extremely rough 

surface) doubling its service as playground… 
bloody-scarred knees, hands and elbows 

·  Combined church/school use of fellowship 
hall…set-up of that room as classroom every 
morning and break-down every evening for 
two years or more… 

·  Annual eighth grade night at TIGER Stadium 
and Eighth-Grade (skip) day to Cedar Pointe   

·  Monday morning after Christmas break---Jan 
‘69 a 4 am telegram…notification 5th & 6th 

grade teacher was staying in Germany for 
love sake… 

·  Strong church life for self and family 
·  Acquiring my Masters in Elementary 

Administration from Wayne State while 
principal at Dearborn Christian…’71 

·  Size of teacherage for family of six…we 
loved it most of the time  
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(by Allen Gelderloos) 
 
Suzanne Nagy (‘75) replied to our November 
Happenings request for addresses. She sent an e-mail 
to the school, which the school secretary forwarded 
to me. I asked Suzanne for her brother’s (Paul 
Nagy’s) whereabouts.  She sent me his e-mail and 
one of his e-mails is listed below: 

Paul Nagy writes, “I told my wife and kids a story 
about my favorite teacher ever (Mrs. Rorem) one 
night a number of years ago. The kids were asking 
questions about why I liked her best, and I told them 
all about her and how she taught both 2nd and 3rd 
grade in a little room downstairs before we moved to 
the new building. A few weeks later my wife was 
reading a newsletter from a big church here in 
Louisville (KY). There was an article about one of 
the editors that sounded just like the "Miss Rorem" I 
had been telling them about - her name was Ruth 

Schenk. Sure enough, it 
turned out it to be Miss 
Rorem and we were able to 
get together and have dinner 
with her and it was a great 
night!” 

Ruth (Rorem) Schenk 
writes, “After I left 
Dearborn Christian I moved 
to Chicago to work with a 
ministry. Loved that. Met 

my husband and had a son, who is now a lawyer. 
I now write for a faith-based newspaper - The 
Outlook (www.southeastoutlook.org). Love that too. 
We have three granddaughters. God is so good.” 

 



Emma Knapper was 
DCS’s first principal 

and teacher 
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An impressively large number of students at 
Dearborn Christian School began their formal 
education under the watchful eye of Emma 

Knapper.  Emma devoted 
her life to the important task 
of teaching beginning 
students to read, write, 
master numbers and to love 
learning.  Emma had the 
distinction of being the very 
first teacher when the school 
began in 1957 and, except 
for several years in the 
1960’s, she was an integral 

part of DCS until the year she died, 1994.  
Emma’s first love was always the very youngest 
students whom she taught faithfully for more 
than 30 years.   

Says former DCS parent, Elaine Gritter:  
“Emma’s teaching style was a no-nonsense 
approach, and her little ones did learn to read 
and write!  She also loved them dearly and 
enjoyed telling stories after everyone had left for 
home.  I can still hear her say, ‘…the little 
imps!’”   

Emma also especially enjoyed art, and in her 
later years took on the somewhat less demanding 
role of Art teacher.  Clearly, the history of DCS 
is firmly intertwined with the devoted efforts of 
Emma who greatly influenced the lives of so 
many young students. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The first year’s class at DCS (1957-1958), with grades 

1-5 all in one class, taught by Emma.  From the 
archives of David VanderHaagen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture of the 1st through 5th graders; 1957-1958.  Some 

of these desks may still be in use today.                     
From the archives of David VanderHaagen. 

WE NEED YOUR PHOTOS 

If you have class pictures or other interesting 
photos, please send them to Nancy Harmon 
(see the last page for her address).  Nancy will 
scan them and return them to you and possibly 
use them to decorate the school.  
 
For students who graduated more recently, 
please send your digital photos to 
dearbornchristian@juno.com. 

SHARE YOUR MEMORIES 

The registration form provides space to share 
your memories of DCS. If you need more 
room, use the back of the registration form.  If 
you want to e-mail your memories (particularly 
those of you who are not coming to the 
reunion), please e-mail them to us at 
dearbornchristian@juno.com. 
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All activities will be held at the school/church.  The 
tentative schedule for the reunion 
 
1:00 – 5:00 Registration/School Tours/Socializing 
   
5:00 – 5:30 Opening Program 
 
5:30 – 6:45 Buffet Dinner 
 
7:00 – 8:00 Program in Church Sanctuary 
 
Note: Due to the anticipated number of people at the 
reunion, we ask that you please make other 
arrangements for your children, unless, of course, 
they attended the school. 
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If you are staying the night, here is a list of a few  
hotels/inns in Dearborn: 
 

¨  Hampton Inn, Michigan Ave. 313-436-9600 
¨  Red Roof Inn, Michigan Ave. 313-278-9732 
¨  Dearborn Inn, Oakwood Ave. 313-271-2701 

 

 

Activities at the Reunion  
Activities for DCS 50th reunion will be retrospective 
and to encourage interaction. In addition to the time 
for fellowship during the afternoon and dinner and 
the program after dinner, we are planning a number 
of other activities.  

We will provide tours of the original and current 
school. To enhance the tours, we need your 
photographs to decorate each school. Please look 
through your old photographs and send them to: 

    Nancy Harmon, 22278 Morley, Dbn 48124 
    Tel. #: 313-563-6276  

The photos will be copied and returned.  We will 
display the copies.  We need class photographs and 
any other photos of interest. After looking at the 
photographs, let your mind wander and let the 
memories return so that when you are at the reunion 
it will be easy to recall those events that shaped your 
life.   

We also plan on providing a storybooth at the 
reunion. There will be a videographer to record 
memories, good/bad, funny/sad. You may also 
expand on the life that God has given you.  This 
recording will be placed on our website to be heard 
and shared with all alumni. 

There will also be a time capsule in which to place 
small items. It will be buried the last day of school.  
If you have any items you would like to donate, 
please contact Nancy Harmon. 
 
Finally, if you were a member of the DCS band, we 
would like to hear from you so that we can have 
band music playing just before the program begins. 
Please contact Tami Auwers at 313-791-0858 for 
details. 
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You are invited to join us for worship at 

Dearborn Christian Fellowship (formerly 
Dearborn Christian Reformed Church) on 

Sunday, June 1, 2008, 10:00 am. 

Register Now!  

Please register for the reunion using the 
attached registration form.   

 
For Those Unable to Attend  

As you remember the quality Christian education 
that DCS provides, please consider making a 

donation to the school using the enclosed self-
addressed envelope .  Thank you in advance. 

 


